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Freeze Pops Make Important Statement
The first day of class was HOT— over 100-degrees!  We were on the yard wearing colors, singing, and giving away freeze-pops!  People were impressed!
Goals for the 2007–2008 year include setting the financial security of the chapter, supporting Soror Musica which will petition for membership in Sigma Alpha Iota, the International Music Fraternity for Women, and demonstrating an undisputable presence on campus.
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Photo courtesy of Darius Gaines (New Α).  Used by permission.

Chapter Day 2007
Chapter Day Ceremonies were held on May 23, with a large showing from collegiate members who were involved in the McNair Scholars Program, Zeta Rho Alumni Sherman Tribble (Η) and Darrel Jones (New Α), and Gerard Hills (ΟΛ collegiate member) who was in the Maharry Medical College Summer Program. 

National Hazing Prevention Week

Sept. 24–28, 2007

www.sinfonia.org/nhpw

Sinfonian Chosen for Fisk Music Business Program
Troika Hanna ’09 (New Α) was the first individual selected for a new partnership between Fisk University Music and Business Departments and the Mike Curb College of Entertainment and Music Business at Belmont University.  The program includes 18 semester hours of Music Business coursework at Belmont and is combined with
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Photo courtesy of Philip Autry.  Used by permission.

the Fisk B.A. Music degree.  The difference in tuition between the Universities will be paid by the Curb Family Foundation.
Only six students may be chosen per year, with a maximum of 24 enrollees when the program is established.  Congratulations to brother Troika!
* * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Willis Ware, Editor

zetarhochapter@hotmail.com
Zeta Rho Colony

Phi Mu Alpha

Fisk University Music Department

1000 Seventeenth Avenue, North

Nashville, Tennessee 37208

Mills Music Mission

The first Mills Music Mission of the Fall Semester 2007 was performed at the Lakeshore Heartland Estates in Donelson, across from McGavock High School.   The event was part of annual Fall Retreat, which was expanded to include a rehearsal, the Mission, and a dramatic reading in addition to the normal cookout, games, and organizational business meeting.

Music included For the Longest Time, I Feel Good (arr. Nash), It Is Well (arr. Autry), and several brotherhood songs.  The soloists in the special arrangements were Preston Wilson (New Γ) and alumnus Darrel Jones ’06 (New Α).
Staff and music lovers were present to assist with the residents.  One of the audience members recently celebrated her 100th birthday—worthy of a serenade.
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Photo courtesy of Darius Gaines (New Α).  Used by permission.

John Wesley Work III Memorial Foundation Keeps Sinfonian’s Contributions Alive
Chartered in 1974, the John Wesley Work III Memorial Foundation is organized to assist in the presentation, protection 
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John W. Work III.  Portrait by Aaron Douglas.
and promotion of works, both published and unpublished, of the late composer (1901–1967); to promote research and training in musicology; and to present awards and scholarships to worthy and able musicologists, composers, performers and/or students, especially African Americans, in the field of music.    
John W. Work III, attended Fisk (A.B. in History, 1923) and the New York Institute of Musical Arts (forerunner of the Julliard School of Music), Columbia University (M.A. in Music Education, 1930) and Yale University (B.Mus. in Music Theory, 1933).  He was awarded the 1946 first prize by the Federation of American Composers for his cantata The Singers, and in 1947 he received an award from the National Association of Negro Musicians.  In 1963 he was awarded an honorary doctorate from Fisk University.  Articles by Professor Work were published in Musical Quarterly and the Journal of American Folklore.  
He taught music education and music theory coursework at Fisk.  He reorganized the Jubilee Singers® into a mixed ensemble, and his significant contributions to musicology include American Negro Songs and Spirituals (1940) which includes words and music, as well as information about the origins and nature of the Spirituals.  He traveled through the Coahoma County in the Mississippi Delta with Charles S. Johnson and Lewis Jones in a two-year field study, to document folk culture with audio recordings.  The nature of his research has led scholars such as Anthony Williams to coin the nickname “The American Bartôk.”
Professor Work was chairman of the Fisk University Music Department from 1951 until 1957.  On May 23, 1953, as an Honorary Member of the Alpha Class, he became the Faculty Advisor of the newly-formed Zeta Rho Chapter of Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia.

Sources of information:  www.tnstate.edu/library, Sinfonia.org, lectures by Anthony Williams, and letters.
Nashville Sinfonian Alumni Eat Together
Alumni Sinfonians living in Nashville eat together at 8 p.m. on the 8th of each month at Blackstone Restaurant and Brewery.  Ask for the Mills party.  For more information, contact Jeffrey W. Sheehan (ΠΔ alumnus) at jeff.sheehan@

vanderbilt.edu.

I want to keep the Spirit of Orpheus alive at Fisk University.
Enclosed is my gift of 

$

 for the 
Zeta Rho Chapter of 
Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia.

Name: 
__________________________
Address:

__________________________
__________________________
City, State Zip Code
__________________________
Voluntary Contributions may be sent to:
Zeta Rho Chapter of  Phi Mu Alpha 
c/o Music Department

Fisk University

1000 17th Avenue, North

Nashville TN 37208

Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia does NOT have 501(c)(3) class status.
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Photo courtesy of Kent Wallace.  Used by permission.

Officers 2007–2008

President
                         Darius Gaines
Vice President
         Devin Mikell

Secretary

       Terez Bennett
Treasurer

     Gregory Mason
Fraternity Education (FEO)  Devin Mikell
Assistant FEO
     Rashaan Forbes
Historian

      Preston Wilson

Alumni Relations                     Willis Ware
Warden

       Terez Bennett
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