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Sinfonica
On and Ever Upward!
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Introducing the Kappa Class
Eric Lyn Copeland II, is a Vocal Performance
Major from Kansas City, Kansas. He desires
to pursue music and theater on the Broadway
stage.
Ras Ayele-Kalongi McCollough is a Music major, with a Music Business minor. He is from
Columbus, Ohio. He aspires to run his own
recording studio as head engineer.
Michael Jamal Ewing, a Psychology and Art
major from Houston, Texas. He wants to
pursue a career in teaching and in music.
“Harmony is ever to be
the noble aim of our
beloved society—
harmony not only in
music, but in the life
within the fraternity,
and in the broader and
fuller life beyond its
portals: it is the
harmony whose music
is felt in the hearty
handclasp, heard in the
cheerful greeting, seen
in living notes in the
generous act.” —
Ossian Everett Mills

Willie James Butler, III, is a Sociology major
from Chicago, Illinois. He aspires to pursue a
career in higher education.

Stanley O’Neal Lassiter is a staple of Nashville’s
jazz scene and is considered by many to be the
city’s premier jazz guitarist. Mr. Lassiter is
committed to the expression and expansion of
music. From teaching music, to performing
with some of the best musicians of our time, he
pushes himself daily to expand his ability and
enhance the overall experience of the music itself. He says, “It’s all about the music, and it
always sets you free.”
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by Marquis Murphy (New Theta)

“We believe that

musicians have a
particular power
and obligation
to aid and bless
society. With a
charitable spirit and
the power of music,
we seek to bring
Harmony to
mankind.”

On Friday, January 13, 2012,
six finalists performed in the
Fisk Memorial Chapel in Phi
Mu Alpha’s first annual production of Fisk Idol, underwritten by Michael Harris
and Flex Stage Productions.
Audience members got a
chance to vote for their favorite contestant via the Fisk
Idol website. One week after
the January 13th production

the first, second and third
place trophies were presented in the Fisk
cafeteria. Third
place went to Willie
Butler, junior sociology major from
Chicago, Illinois, for
his captivating performance of Kiss
from a Rose by Seal.
Second place went
to Miracle Ham,
sophomore music
major from Maywood, Illinois, for her spunky performance of Collard-Green
and Cornbread. First place

and Grand Prize winner of a
single recording with Flex
Stage Studios and
first place
trophy went
to Robyn
Waggoner.
Robyn,
freshman
Chemistry
major from
Greenville,
Tennessee
won over the Fisk Idol
crowd with her stellar performance of Rolling in the
Deep.

Spring Workshop by Philip Autry (Advisor)
Zeta Rho hosted the Province Workshop for the first time
since December 2006 in March of this year. Three-term
Former national President
Richard A. Crosby (H-O)
spoke with the assembled
brothers regarding leadership
and service.

Edwin Gilliam
Rho Delta

A Word from the Treasurer
Zeta Rho raised funds throughout the school year to
strengthen the money power of
the chapter, and to
contribute to the Unstoppable Scholarship
Foundation, founded
by Brother Joseph
Bazelais (New H Class).
We held car washes
and we also helped a
local resident clean out
her shed, which was
damaged in the 2010
flood. Collegiate brothers work to improve
the fiscal standing of the chapter, but with the financial help

of Alumni, we can go even farther and reach higher goals
that our President, LeTroy

Billups (I), has set this year.
To ensure that the Sinfonian

by Julian Williams (Iota)

experience is available for future generations of collegiate
members, we ask all Alumni of
Zeta Rho to dontate to the
Sinfonian Education Foundation (SEF) or the Zeta Rho
Chapter. See p. 4 for the chapter address to Fisk University.
The address for the SEF is
10600 Old State Road, Evansville IN 47711. “Unstoppable
Scholarship” donations should
go to the Fisk University Community Alliance at the University address on p. 4.

Sinfonica
Mike Harris, (New H),
Editor
ΖΡ Chapter of ΦΜΑ Sinfonia
Fisk University—Music
1000 17th Avenue, North
Nashville, Tennessee 37208

The Object of this Fraternity shall be for the
development of the best and truest fraternal
spirit; the mutual welfare and brotherhood
of musical students; the advancement of
music in America and a loyalty to the Alma
Mater.

The Brother Corner
ΖΡ Chapter of ΦΜΑ Sinfonia
Officers and Advisors
President:
R. LeTroy Billups (I)
Vice-President
Julian Williams (I)
Fraternity Education Officer
(FEO):
Marquis Murphy (New Θ)
Secretary/Assistant FEO:
Renaldo Le.Troy Billups (I)

Congratulations to George Preston Wilson (New Gamma)
upon his graduation from Bowling Green State University
with degree of the Masters of Music Education!
Congratulations to Mike Harris (New Eta) on the new
studio location for Flex Stage Productions. Contact Mike
at mikeharriswho@gmail.com to receive your Sinfonica
by email.

The President’s Vision

from the 2012 Chapter Report to Student Engagement

Warden:
Charles Michael Harris (New H)

In his End of the Year Chapter Report to the Office of Student Life and Engagement, President R.
LeTroy Billups outlines designs for Phi Mu Alpha Week, participation in Province and National
events, including supporting events of other chapters in the Province and attendance at the National Convention. He has challenged each member to maintain a semester G.P.A. of 3.5 or above
during Fall and Spring 2012 and 2013. His goal for increased alumni involvement begins with the
return of Charles Michael Harris (New Eta) as the Alumni Relations Officer and the re-activation
of Collegiate membership by Joseph Jackson Bazelais (New Eta).

Alumni Relations Officer:
Charles Michael Harris (New H)

Enhancement of Fraternal Education will include seminars on Risk-Management, the chapter’s
relationship with the Alma Mater, and the deep meanings of the Fraternity’s signs and symbols.

Faculty Sinfonians:
Dr. Philip Autry (ΜΓ)
Mr. Stan Lassiter (ZP)
Dr. Gary Powell Nash (ΔΙ)
Bryan Kent Wallace (ΟΛ)
Dr. Anthony Williams (ZP)

Fundraising must continue due to a low bank balance. The balance must reach $800 by the end of
the summer and the goal to clear $2000 by the end of AY 2013 will eliminate bank fees.

Treasurer:
Julian Williams (I)

The Fraternity will resume the service of House Management for Music programs and will host a
“charm school,” to instruct Fisk students in maintaining high standards of conduct.

